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Symbolism in “The Necklace Story”
Essentially, short stories could be considered as text narratives that are created and deal with few characters in an effort to create unity of mood and impact. These narratives comprise numerous features counting static and dynamic characterization, plot as well as single setting which distinguishes them from other prose of literary work. Equally, in any exertion of text, a stylistic application of literary tools augments value as well as quality. In the short story “The Necklace,” many literary devices have been used. For instance, the theme and setting. The theme is a literary device relevant to the central idea and subject upon which a story is developed and the concept brought forth (Roberts & Zweig, 2012). Whereas the setting which is a vitally important device is used to influence the mood of the story, foreshow events as well as arouse emotive responses. This paper focuses on reviewing Guy de Maupassant's “The Necklace” short story and drawing inquiries on the use of element of symbolism to influence the narrative in conveying a specific cultural, social or historical theme using specific examples and insightful claims.
Before drawing full attention to use of symbolism in this short story “The Necklace” authored by a French writer, Henry Rene Albert, a look into use of a conspicuous literary tool of static character is crucial. Essentially, this piece of work is based on a middle-class girl called Madame Mathilde Loisel who lives in discontent because she was not born with a silver spoon. Also, she is jam-packed with voracity and a forbidden desire for affluence. Serving as the main character of this short story, the attitude and traits of Madame Mathilde have no variableness throughout the story, hence portraying the relevance of a static character device application to the story. A character in a given story that fails to undergo any intrinsic attitude or personality changes is what underpins a static character.
Subsequently, Guy de Maupassant's The Necklace short story uses a necklace made of diamond to symbolize two things that are inherently different. First, the diamond necklace represents the axiom that one’s downfall is brought about by the propensity to deceive others. Moreover, this jewelry symbolizes how the effects of greed bear the aptitude to transform an individual. The author, Maupassant facilitates the reader to see a personal growth of Madame Mathilde Loisel from the start to the end due to losing a diamond necklace.
Owing to her materialist predilection, the life of Madame Mathilde Loisel is turned on its head. However, she assumes a wiser and admirable disposition at the end of the story. The dramatic and unprecedented ways Madame Mathilde changed would not have been possible had she not lost the diamond necklace. Guy de Maupassant opens the story with gorgeous Madame Mathilde daydreaming about luxuries she and her spouse cannot manage to pay for. She gets in a huff when she cannot bear the feeling that her husband returns home with an invitation to a Grande ball, an exclusive party, but she does not have anything fancy to put on. Although her husband shoves her money for a garb, she goes on complaining about not having a trinket. 
The fact that Madame Mathilde owns no exclusive jewelry prompts her to go to Madame Forestier to borrow a diamond necklace. Madame Mathilde develops a bosom affection with the necklace and when the couple attends the party, all folks in attendance notice her and the diamond necklace. Post embarking from the festivity, Madame Mathilde Loisel finds out that she has lost the jewelry. Nonetheless, instead of breaking the news to Madame Forestier, she makes a resolve to acquire a replacement necklace worth forty thousand francs and hands this to her acquaintance crossing the figures Madame Forestier does not spot the variance.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Eventually, Madame Mathilde and her husband spend subsequent decade toiling to pay the price of the lost necklace only to dawn on her that the lost jewelry was a counterfeit. Although she could spare herself the hardship, losing the necklace made Madame Mathilde become a better person. Use of a symbol to represent qualities or ideas underpins the symbolism literary device. While a subsidiary for the elements being implied supports the definition of a symbol (Roberts & Zweig, 2012), Guy de Maupassant utilizes symbolism in the “The Necklace” story by symbolizing the necklace itself. Equally, this necklace could be deemed as a cultural symbol.
Hence, a cultural symbol is unanimously recognized (Roberts & Zweig, 2012). Among all the trinket Madame Mathilde Loisel could have chosen, she selected a diamond necklace. It is probable that Maupassant chose a diamond necklace since folks would recognize the magnitude of the circumstances in the story. That is, as opposed to some other jewelry depicted in the story, most folks could comprehend the value of a diamond necklace, a fact that makes the diamond necklace a cultural symbol. Also, the necklace could be regarded as a contextual symbol. By contrast, the latter obtained its implication from the story (Roberts & Zweig, 2012). In regard to this story, the necklace infers to the fact that not at all times are appearances representing what they seem and the bitter dawn of reality can result in the downfall of an individual. In order to drug folks into thinking that she was wealthier than she looks like, Mathilde desires to put on a diamond necklace. 
When she resolves to borrow from Madame Forestier who surpasses her in wealth, she has no reason to believe that the jewelry was a counterfeit. Since she expects the diamonds to be real, she equally expects others to believe she is affluent as well. She essentially ends up deceiving herself in a quest to deceive others of her wealth. For instance, when her husband hands her the shawl she carried to the party at an about hour of departure; she does not want any of the attendees spotting her wearing the shawl since it reminded her of her middle-class caliber and refrained from making anyone conscious of it. As possible as she could, Mathilde wants to live out this fantasy thus hoping nobody will notice, she rushes outside with the shawl.
Madame Mathilde is brought back to reality and obliged to deal with the consequences when she loses the necklace. She fails to consent to the reality that she was not well-heeled and she was being greedy, ending up setting herself up for mishaps. Thus, the necklace symbolizes greed and its potential impact on an individual. The reader sees the voracity of Madame Mathilde at the beginning of the story where she is seen pitying herself for not being born in a wealthy family and purporting it was an "error of destiny" (De Maupassant, 2007). While she remains unhappy with their middle-class financial status, Mr. Loisel her husband is precisely the opposite.
 Mr. Loisel draws pleasure in simple things accompanying praising Mathilde’s beef stew while she fantasized about the finest cookeries (De Maupassant, 2007). Despite his steadfastness to please Mathilde, the latter is never contented. Her greediness prompts the aforementioned incidences and after the necklace was lost, Loisel’s life took a corner and so did Mathilde’s. Mathilde ends up wearing cheap attires as well as falling for cleaning jobs, and arguing with food vendors about their food prices in an attempt to save every penny.
When the ten years of hard work to pay for the price of the necklace elapse, Guy de Maupassant describes Madame Mathilde Loisel as a strong, hard as well as rude woman from poor neighborhood (De Maupassant, 2007). Although memories of the party were still vivid on her mind, unlike former days when Madame Mathilde pitied herself for not being wealthy, she is currently contemplating what her life would be like had she not been so gluttonous in borrowing the necklace. Mathilde ends up questioning how something as meagre as a necklace could bear such an enormous effect on her (De Maupassant, 2007).
Correspondingly, the cab in the story “The Necklace” cannot be considered as a regular cab as Madame Mathilde and her husband fail to find one to ferry them home. They are compelled to stroll in the cold to seek their means of transport as regular cabs pass them by. Eventually, the two end up in an old as well as shabby night cab, which could be said was ashamed to reveal its shabbiness in broad day light (De Maupassant, 2007). Since the cab seems to show up out of the blues, cannot show itself in the daytime, and after they alight from it, it vanishes; it is almost as though Madame Mathilde and her husband board a ghost cab. This cab could be considered to symbolize Mr. Loisel and Madame Mathilde’s descent into dark and shabby situations. No trace of it or the glittering piece of jewelry presumably left inside and exists after it completes its ominous mission.
Similarly, the aforementioned “ghost cab” takes Madame Mathilde and her husband Mr. Loisel home to their apartment on Rue des Martyrs, which can be aptly translated from French to mean “street of the martyrs.” This name symbolizes the circumstances in which the couple find themselves. Mathilde and her husband become martyrs to duty. In comparison to the religious martyrs upon which the street gets its name, this couple suffers from the previous life demise owing to loss of necklace. It is irrefutably that Madame Mathilde becomes a martyr to her own beliefs and symbolically, her former self dies for them as she loses her youth as well as gorgeousness.
In conclusion, the life of Madame Mathilde was both sabotaged as well as saved by the necklace. Despite the bitter truth that Madame Mathilde had to work herself extra hard for ten years to pay for the cost of a necklace, it can be fittingly concluded that the act of losing the necklace equally symbolizes Madame Mathilde losing her insatiability, and submitting to the reality of the old adage that money does not lead to happiness.
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